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The Connection 
Volunteer Newsletter 

RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER 

The mission of Three Rivers Park  

District is to promote environmental 

stewardship through recreation  

and education in a natural  

resources-based park system. 

2017 DISTINGUISHED VOLUNTEER  
SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS  

 
Please congratulate this year’s Distinguished Volunteer Service 
Award recipients for their outstanding contributions to Three Rivers 
Park District.  
 
 

Cyndy Darby 
Program Assistant 

Natural Resources Monitor 
Richardson Nature Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Volunteers will be recognized at the Board meeting on Thursday, 
April 20, 4:30-5:30 p.m. at the Administrative Center, Board Room 
(4:30 p.m. reception, 5 p.m. awards presentation).  Please 
encourage your staff and volunteers to attend.  Family and friends 
of the recipients are also welcome. To RSVP or for further 
information, contact Deb Vosler, Volunteer Coordinator, at 763-559
-6704. 
 
2017 selection committee: Bri Koch, Angela Isackson, Tom Knisely, Josh 
Sweet, Deb Vosler, and volunteer Marion McNurlen 

SAVE THE DATE 
 Monday, June 12  

MNA Naturalist Training: No 
Animals? No Problem!  
Dodge Nature Center 
 

 Wednesday, August 2 
 11:30a.m. – 3:30p.m. 
 Bryant Lake Beach Party 
 

 Saturday, September 23 
 Party in the Prairie, RNC 
 

 Friday, October 6 and Saturday, 
October 7, Chair Lift Rides, HHSA 

 
 Thursday, November 2 
 6:30-8:30p.m.  Semi-annual 

Raptor Care Meeting 

Dan Fortin 
Program and Project Assistant, Eastman Nature Center, 

Kroening Interpretive Center 
 

Paul Larson 
Alpine Ski Patroller, Patrol Program Instructor and Park 

Patroller, Hyland Lake and Elm Creek Park Reserves, 
Regional Trails 

 
Linda McDermott 

Park Patroller, Crow-Hassan, Elm Creek, and Baker Park 
Reserves, French Regional Park, Events  

 

Kale’a Pawlak-Kjolhaug 
Youth Volunteer-Program Assistant, Natural Resources Monitor 

and Surveyor, Animal Care Assistant, Lowry Nature Center 
 

Hannah Wachtler 
Youth Volunteer-Program Assistant, Natural Resources Project 

Assistant, Eastman Nature Center, Crow-Hassan Park 
Reserve 
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MAPLE SYRUP TIME!  
GIFTS OF THE MAPLE  
 

Ahhhhh, the smell of sweet sap 
boiling into syrup, the sound of 
crows and other birds flying 
overhead, the touch of soft green 
plants emerging and the flow of tree 
sap. Spring is coming! Help us with 
the age-old tradition of maple 
syruping at Richardson Nature 
Center and also at The Landing. 

We need help with the following: 

 Assist with interpretation of the 
history & process 

 Collect, filter & boil sap 

 Lead/assist in the sugar bush 

 Tap a tree 

 Keep the fire rolling 

 Hand out syrup samples 

 Help clean up 
 
 

AT RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER: 
Training with Allie: Saturday, March 4 
12:30-1:30p.m. 
 

Saturdays, March 4, 11, and 25 1:30-4:00p.m. 
(program time is 2:00-3:30p.m.) 
 

AT THE LANDING IN SHAKOPEE: 
School Groups: The week of March 13-17 (check 
the school group sign-up calendar) 
Meet at The Landing or call RNC to possibly carpool 
 

Public Event-Maple Syruping Through History 
Saturday, March 18 
9:30a.m.-4:30p.m. (program time is 10:00a.m.-
4:00p.m., shorter shifts can be arranged.) 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

EGG TRAIL AND RABBIT HABITS  
Friday, April 14 and Saturday, April 15 
9:00a.m.-1:00p.m.  
(program time is 9:30a.m.-12:30p.m.) 

Enjoy the start of spring with this RNC tradition 
and popular event. 
 

We need help with the following: 

 Greet and check-in participants 

 Engage families in outdoor games 

 Interpret live reptiles and 
amphibians 

 Handle adorable live rabbits 

 Serve refreshments 

 Interpret bird nests and eggs 

 Dress up as a rabbit and pass out 
treats 

 Interpret raptors 

 Assist with craft activities 
 

We will need many volunteers to make this annual 
event a success. Snacks will be provided.  
 

Staff Contact: Allie Gams 

Please sign up by calling 763.694.7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@threeriversparks.org 

SUMMER DAY CAMPS 
Weekdays, June 13-August 30 
 

Welcome and engage 4-13 year olds in fun, nature-
based activities, indoors and outside. Get down to 
their level and assist with artifact investigating, fort 
building, pond mucking, crafts, and more. 
Volunteers need to be checked in 20 minutes before 
camp begins and stay afterwards to help clean up.  
 

Preschool camps are 9:30a.m.–noon. Older children 
camps are 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m. Volunteer shifts run 
3 or more hours. (*These are preschool-aged 
camps) 
 

June 13-16 Ranger Survival School Camp 
June 20-22 Nature’s Alphabet Camp* 
June 27-28 Science Experiments Camp 
June 29-30 Dirt Camp 
July 5-7 Sun, Water & Rainbows Camp* 
July 11-14 Animals in Motion Camp 
July 18-20 Sticks, Stones, & Pinecones Camp* 
July 25-27 Fairy Homes & Woodland Gnomes Camp  
August 1-3 Colors of Nature Camp* 
August 7-11 Avian Adventure Camp 
August 15-17 Mariposa: Monarch Camp* 
August 22-25 Epic Adventures Camp (2 age groups) 
August 28-30 Nature Play Camp* 

EARTH DAY 
Saturday, April 22, 9:30a.m.-2:30p.m.  
 

Help pull buckthorn that is encroaching in on our 
forest and help with other activities. 
Staff Contact:  Michael Gottschalk 

APRIL FOOL’S: SILLY SCIENCE & CRAFTS 
Saturday, April 1, 1:00-4:00p.m. 
(Program time is 2:00pm-3:30pm) 
 

Celebrate April Fools’ Day with fun science projects 
and crafts. We need help with program set up and 
clean up as well as engaging families as they rotate 
between different stations. 

SUNDAY FREE FAMILY FUN DAYS 
Most Sundays, 2:30-4:15p.m.  
(Program time is 3:00-4:00p.m.) 
 

We offer a free family program on most Sundays 
throughout the year.  It is getting very popular with 
families.  Depending on the topic, we would need 
help with equipment, assisting families with nature 
discovery, and more.  Please call for topics. 
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Why…? 

Why should we care about the Earth, our Mother? The reasons are many, and all are so very 
important to our lives and well-being. 

Why…does the sun shine? That is its job. It warms the earth, gives us essential vitamins, makes 
our crops grow to give us food. And it lights our way through the day. 

Why…do birds sing? Obviously to find a mate and declare their territory, but there is more. I 
think birds sing because they enjoy it, and it makes them feel good. It also brightens our lives, 
especially early in the morning to greet the dawn. And again, at night to put the day to rest. 

Why…do the seas rush to shore? Water is moved by the wind. Sometimes gently, sometimes with 
much force. Water is our life blood. It is what we are mostly made of. It’s important to keep it 
clean – this is all we will ever get. 

Why…does the rain/snow fall? Our Earth needs water to survive. It feeds the ground, and gives 
us the wonder of sound – sometimes silent, sometimes soft, sometimes with great force. And 
who doesn’t love to dance in the rain, or catch snowflakes on their tongue? 

Why…do trees stay in one place? They are the grounding we need in our lives. They stay put, 
give us shade, food, and respite. They show us how to live and die with grace. They hold the 
stories of the years. 

Why…does the bison’s eye reflect the grand expanse of the prairie? It reflects the beauty, but 
also the tragedy of the past. A mighty beast that has known freedom and survived near 
extinction. It teaches us to be strong and persevere. 

Why…does the moon softly glow at night? It is the softer light in our lives. It calms us as we go 
to sleep at the end of the day, but only for part of each month. That is why it is so cherished. 

Why…do the seasons change? To let the earth live and rest. To give us time to grow and reflect. 
It keeps us from becoming stagnant. 

Why should we care about the Earth? It is the only home we will ever know. We need to keep it 
safe and preserve its beauty. If we use it up – it will be gone – and it won’t come back. All of us 
need to work together to protect our Mother so she will be here for all the generations to come. 
Stand up for her, and fight for her. 

Nature Musings By Pauline Bold, Interpretive Naturalist 

 Welcome Adam and Konnie! 
Hello, my name is Adam Barnett. I 
am excited to join the Richardson 
Nature Center team! I previously, 
worked at the Coon Rapids Dam, 
within the Three Rivers Park 
District. I have also taught at the 
University of Minnesota Raptor 
Center, at a local middle school 
teaching 8th grade science, and in 
the woods of northern Minnesota. In 
my free time, I enjoy canoeing, 

biking, hiking, cross-country skiing, and playing with 
my nephews. I look forward to working and learning 
alongside the many great volunteers at Richardson. 
 

Adam is our new full-time Interpretive Naturalist at 
RNC. 

Hi friends! I'm Konnie. As 
you can already guess, I love 
nature and one of my 
favorite things to do is go 
birding. I like to identify 
birds not only by sight but 
also by sound. It takes great 
patience and practice. Can 
you identify any birds in your 
backyard? If you are ever 
stumped, I'd be more than 
happy to help! 
 
Konnie is our spring seasonal 
naturalist.  She will be at 
RNC through mid-June. 



Richardson Nature Center 
Hyland Lake Park Reserve 
8737 East Bush Lake Road 
Bloomington, MN 55438 
 
Phone: 763.694.7676 
www.ThreeRiversParks.org 

Printed on recycled paper 
containing at least 30% 
post-consumer paper fibers. 

 

 

 

SPRING VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION 
POTLUCK 
Wednesday, March 22, 5:30-8:00p.m. 
5:30  Arrival and socializing 
6:00  Dinner 
6:45 Announcements, Awards, Speaker 
 

Join us for socializing, good food, and celebrating 
spring. Speaker to be announced. 
 

We will provide beverages, chocolate desserts, and 
guest speaker. Please RSVP and let us know what dish 
you can bring to share. 

 Volunteer Corner  
Please RSVP by calling 763.694.7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@threeriversparks.org 

WELCOME NEW 
VOLUNTEERS 

 

 Ashley Sherman 
Animal care 

 Rachel Funke 
School groups 

 Megan, Brian, 
Andi, and Mike 
Schrooten—Misc. 

Thank you to our carpenters 
& maintenance staff for our 

new fireplace! 

WISH LIST 
 

 Small glass jars  
 

 Plastic bottles 
 (any size) 
 

 Winter clothing for 
teenagers (mittens, 
gloves, snowpants, 
jackets) 

Ice Harvest 
2017 


